and the patient has been put to bed, all the surgeon's responsibility is at an end; and that though he may claim the merit of success, Nature must bear the blame of all secondary bad conser qucnccs. But it appears to me that, in the performance of every operation, the duty of the surgeon extends somewhat beyond merely removing the disease which renders his interference necessary, since, besides doing this safely and effectually, he ought, as I think, to make some allowance for Nature's .share of the labour, and be very careful not to injure the remaining sound parts farther than is absolutely necessary.
Indeed * Had I a^ain to amputate at the hip-joint, I should still defer securing the vessels until the disarticulation was completed.
